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chambers. The Code of 1919 and statutes passed since 1912 have 
rendered a new edition almost essential and we welcome Mr. Mor- 
risetfs work with unalloyed satisfaction. He has carefully noted 
every change in the law and wherever such a change in the original 
work was rendered necessary he has made it without any loss in the 
character and reliability of the work. Mr. Morrisett was peculiarly 
fitted for this work, studying law under Judge Burks he became as- 
sociated with him and the other revisors of the Code of 1919 and he 
also revised the annotations of that work. He was thus thoroughly 
familiar with the many and important changes wrought by the re- 
vision in our statute law and has used his knowledge to the best 
effect in this work. The arrangement of topics when a change be- 
came necessary is admirable and the new index is a decidedly help- 
ful addition in every respect. The book in our judgment will prove 
itself invaluable to students, teachers and lawyers throughout this 
Commonwealth and wherever Common Law Pleading is still in use. 



Cases on the Law of Contracts, selected from the decisions of English 
and American Courts, by Arthur L. Corbin, Hotchkiss Professor 
of Law in Yale University, American Case Book Series, William 
Vance, General Editor, St. Paul, Minn., West Publishing Co., 
1921. 

When the writer came to the Bar — more years ago than he is 
now willing to admit — to speak of a practitioner as a "case lawyer" 
was to use a phrase weHnigh of contempt. There were only 66 
volumes of Virginia Reports and in the State Courts the 85 volumes 
of United States Reports were rarely used. Now the "case" is the 
thing, not only to "catch the conscience" of the judge, but to justify 
him in his rulings and the text book is wellnigh relegated to a very 
subordinate place. Whether this is for the better or not we shall 
not attempt to say, but the fact is undisputed. The "case system" 
has come to stay and is now used in the law schools and in the 
courts until a thorough understanding of it is a necessary part. of a 
lawyer's equipment. Under these circumstances the West Publishing 
Company has prepared and put upon the market a very admirable 
series of "Case Books," many of which have been heretofore re- 
viewed in the Register. The selection and arrangement of the cases 
in these books has been excellently done and the present volume on 
Contracts is, we think, an advance on its valuable predecessors. The 
work is carefully done: the cases well selected and the arrangement 
leaves nothing to be desired. While intended in its inception for 
use in the Law Schools and for Law Students, its value is wellnigh 
as great to the practitioner who will find ready to his hand a starting 
point in his investigation upon any question connected with the sub- 
ject. 



